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Collaboration

For October, Steve Schwei and Terry Jude Miller, along with their editor
David Siller, will present on the topic of "Collaboration". They will also
read from their recently published book, "Catch Me at the Carnival." In
preparation, use the poem below, which is the first poem in the book, as a
prompt and write your response to it.

Origins
What brought you here
to this library of petals and thorns,
pillows and shards?

I dabbled in childish rubble
and sarcastic provocation,
eager to commune
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Continued from 1
with others of letters and verse,
to drink and reflect upon

the burgeoning river.

11
Who punched your ticket
and guided you through the thicket

and dark tunnels?

e. e. cummings in the sandbox,
David Wagoner of the Pacific.
Sandburg and Frost.

[ reached into my heart,
twisting it inside out.
A denuded tree with branches

arching the cloudless sky.

[ sat alone upon a stump.

111
What craving tethers you

to your desk?

Legacy or filling the void,
preaching or interpreting for the lost,
casting petals for the meek

or shards for the incoherent?

Laurels or truth?

Poem by Stephen Schuwei, reprinted with permission.

www.stephenschwei.com

We prefer you share poems that you read on the screen, so
feel free to send your response to Stephen Schwei's poem and
any other poems you want to use in the read-around to
stephen.schwei@gmail.com by 9pm on Friday, October 17th if
you want us to do the sharing.

Read-Around

Everyone is invited to read one or two original poems (with a
one page limit each).

Door Prize

This month’s Door Prize is provided by Holly Jahangiri.
Poets Northwest News

Member News

Karen Mastracchio has a new chapbook out and online -
Lineage, poems about family. It's in presales at a discount
price through October: https://www.finishinglinepress.com/
product/lineage-by-karen-betzmastracchio/

If you have any publishing or personal (illness, death,
marriage, baby etc.) news you would like to share, please e-mail
it to poetsnw.news@gmail.com by the 1st of each month.
Please specify whether you would like this news shared
privately with current club members or in the newsletter and
on social media. The newsletter is typically posted on our
website and good news may be shared on social media unless
you request that it not be.

Officer Elections in November!!

Are you interested in staying on the Board again, or even
moving up to a more prestigious position! Please let Mary
Turner know your interests as soon as possible! All positions
are open for nominations of self or others!
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Connect with Us on Social Media!

www.poetsnw.com

facebook.com/PoetsNorthwest

@HoustonPoets on X (aka, Twitter)

@PoetsNorthwest on Instagram

poetsnorthwest.bsky.social on Bluesky

The Mission of Poets Northwest

Founded in 1986, by Susan Daubenspeck, Betty Kersh and Claire
Ottenstein-Ross, our main objective is to facilitate and inspire poets to write
more poetry. We provide information about current poetry contests,
feature guest poets on a regular basis, study the masters of creative verse,
and encourage members. Poets are also encouraged to read their poems at
each meeting. Membership is $15 annually (Jan-Dec) & $7 for 12 & under.
Meetings are held the 3™ Saturday of each month from 10 AM to noon at
the Windwood Presbyterian Church, 10555 Spring Cypress., Houston, TX
77070, and on ZOOM.
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Summer Conference 2026

We have been tapped to host the summer conference for 2026 as we haven't hosted in 11 years. We will need a
chairman for that, so I want to give you first dibs on the position before I offer it to other members. Lynn has
more information about the conference.

Poetry Society of Texas Awards Banquet

Mark your calendars for November 8 and join your fellow poets at the Dallas Doubletree to celebrate and listen
to winning poetry. If you entered the annual contest, you may have received a postcard from Budd Mahan
informing you that you have won something, but if not, don’t despair - a quarter of the 100 categories were not
yet judged when Budd went on a well deserved vacation to the UK! Those winners will receive their postcards on
his return.

Whether you won or not - whether you entered the annual contest or not - please consider joining us for the
Awards Banquet. It’s a great chance to meet and spend time with other Texas poets and enjoy a day of award-
winning poetry. More information and a registration form will be shared soon to all PST members and posted on
the website: https://poetrysocietyoftexas.org

Poetry Society of Texas News & Information

All members of Poets Northwest are encouraged to join the Poetry Society of Texas
(PST). The most recent copy of “The Bulletin” is posted on the PST website.

Dues are only $25/year ($30 for Associate Members, $12.50 for students). The year
runs July—June, and you must be paid up before entering any members-only
contests! The PST Annual Contest and Awards Banquet, Summer Conference, and
“The Bulletin” will keep you in contact with other Texas poets and offer
opportunities you won’t want to miss. Your membership also includes a copy of the
PST anthology, “A Book of the Year.” Membership in PST also means that you are
a member of the National Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) and eligible
for their annual contest.

Go to www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org and nfsps.net for more information.



