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Saturday, September 20th

Monthly Meeting

In person at Windwood Presbyterian Church
10555 Spring-Cypress Rd. Room A128
Houston, TX 77070
10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
and on ZOOM
Meeting ID: 861 0485 4708
Passcode: 930158

Our program for September will be a presentation by Timothy Green and
Katie Dozier Green about their online and print poetry magazine, Rattle
(rattle.com). This is a well-respected, popular journal with a circulation of
12,000 and many regular features. They will also likely treat us to some of
their poetry. They recently moved from California to the Woodlands, so
we're thrilled to welcome them to the Houston area.

Read-Around

Everyone is invited to read one or two original poems (with a one page limit

each).

Door Prize

This month’s Door Prize is provided by Carol Taylor.



Poets Northwest News
Member News

Maxine Kohanski has completed her fifth book of poetry, I Still Remember, featuring haiku centered around the
themes of home and growing up.

Officer Elections in November!!

Since Holly will be PST president next year, she is opting out of serving on our Poets Northwest Board.

Are you interested in staying on the Board again, or even moving up to a more prestigious position! Please let
Mary Turner know your interests as soon as possible! All positions are open for nominations of self or others!

Summer Conference 2026

We have been tapped to host the summer conference for 2026 as we haven't hosted in 11 years. We will need a
chairman for that, so [ want to give you first dibs on the position before I offer it to other members. Lynn has
more information about the conference.

Door Prize Donors Needed!

We still need door prize donors. Please contact Lynn Grice or sign up at the meeting. Thank you to everyone
who has already brought or signed up to bring a door prize!

If you have any publishing or personal (illness, death, marriage, baby etc.) news you would like to share, please e-mail it to poetsnw.
news@gmail.com by the 1st of each month. Please specify whether you would like this news shared privately with current club
members or in the newsletter and on social media. The newsletter is typically posted on our website and good news may be shared on
social media unless you request that it not be.

Connect with Us on Social Media! The Mission of Poets Northwest
WWW.Poetsnw.com Founded in 1986, by Susan Daubenspeck, Betty Kersh and Claire
Ottenstein-Ross, our main objective is to facilitate and inspire poets to
facebook.com/PoetsNorthwest write more poetry. We provide information about current poetry
contests, feature guest poets on a regular basis, study the masters of
@HoustonPoets on X (aka, Twitter) creative verse, and encourage members. Poets are also encouraged to read
their poems at each meeting. Membership is $15 annually (Jan-Dec) & $7
@PoetsNorthwest on Instagram for 12 & under. Meetings are held the 3™ Saturday of each month from

. 10 AM to noon at the Windwood Presbyterian Church, 10555 Spring
poetsnorthwest.bsky.social on Bluesky Cypress., Houston, TX 77070, and on ZOOM.




Poetry Society of Texas News

The next meeting of the Poetry Society of Texas will be
held on Zoom on September 13, 2025, at 2:00 PM.

This will be the first meeting of the 2025-2026 term with
our new Executive Board members. Please join us and
say hello!

President: Holly Jahangiri, Houston

VP: Michael Guinn, Irving

Recording Secretary: Barbara Blanks, Garland
Corresponding Secretary: Carol Thompson, Tyler
Acting Treasurer: Barbara Blanks, Garland
Director: Lynn Roberts Grice, Houston

Director: Betty Roberts, Denton

Director: Catherine L’Herisson, Garland

Please mark your calendar for the second Saturday of
each month—September through June—and watch for
emails from pst@poetrysocietyoftexas.org for Zoom links
and updates. The Bulletin will be sent out by Carol
Thompson, as always.

Galen Steele

Galen Steele will be our speaker in September. He
enjoys being a proud father, a squirrelly son, a weird
uncle, a rambunctious friend, and a grateful husband.
He amuses himself by scribbling poems into the margins
of contracts, reports, and church bulletins. He writes
poetry, memoir, and the occasional play. His prior work
has been published in Fireflies’ Light, the Book of the
Year for the Poetry Society of Texas, the Rat’s Ass
Review, and the Central Texas Writers Anthology. His
debut collection of poems Five Things is available for pre-
sale now at Finishing Line Press.

Poetry Society of Texas
Contests

PST offers two free-to-enter monthly contests for PST
members (except in June, August, and November):

¢ General Contest—28-line limit, any subject, any
form. The General Contest is judged by a Critic
Judge, who is selected by the Monthly Contest
Chairman. The Critic Judge selects the winners
of the Critic’s Award. 1st place ($25), 2nd place
($9), 3rd place ($5), and up to ten additional
poems ranked by the judge.

¢ Laugh Lines Contest— For the best humorous
poem, 16-line limit, $7.50 award. The previous
winner judges the next month’s Contest.

See https://poetrysocietyoftexas.org/contests,
monthly-contests/ for eligibility and entry rules.

Poetry Society Of Texas Annual
Contest Chair

URGENTLY NEEDED
Budd Powell Mahan, Annual Poetry Contest Chair,

has announced his retirement. The Board thanks
Budd for his outstanding service as Chair. The
Annual Contests are a cornerstone activity of PST.
We are seeking a volunteer (either an individual or a
team) to ensure this important program continues
going forward. Don’t worry, we have great past
Chairs to coach you. If you are interested please
contact Holly Jahangiri, Catherine L’Herisson, or

Barbara Blanks.

Poetry Society of Texas News & Information

All members of Poets Northwest are encouraged to join the Poetry Society of Texas
(PST). The most recent copy of “The Bulletin” is posted on the PST website.

Dues are only $25/year ($30 for Associate Members, $12.50 for students). The year
runs July—June, and you must be paid up before entering any members-only
contests! The PST Annual Contest and Awards Banquet, Summer Conference, and
“The Bulletin” will keep you in contact with other Texas poets and offer
opportunities you won’t want to miss. Your membership also includes a copy of the
PST anthology, “A Book of the Year.” Membership in PST also means that you are

a member of the National Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) and eligible

for their annual contest.

Go to www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org and nfsps.net for more information.



